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HARD  WINTER  FOR  SHEFFIELD  BARNS 

The  heavy  snows  of  201  I  have  caused  the  collapse  of  some  70  farm  buildings 

in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  including  at  least  four  barns  in  Sheffield. 

Here's  a  remembrance  of  one  of  these  now-gone  landmarks  of  our  town. 

FAREWELL,  BOARDMAN  BARN 


The  barn  came  into  my  family  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century  and  served  as  the  hub  of  a  vital  family  farm  for  more 
than  100  years.  The  barn  was  only  a  few  years  old  when  Edwin 
L.  and  Harriet  Shears  Boardman  purchased  Pine  Grove  Farm 
at  64  Hewins  St.  in  April  1900.  Over  the  years  to  follow,  Edwin 
and  Harriet  bought  surrounding  land  to  make  a  236-acre  farm. 

The  main  farmhouse,  built  in  1842,  is  near  the  barn.  Edwin 
and  Harriet  and  their  five  children  lived  there  except  for  a 
short  time  when  the  big  house  was  used  as  a  summer  camp  for 
children  from  New  York  City.  Edwin  and  Harriet  moved  to  one 
of  the  smaller  houses  on  the  farm  for  the  duration. 

The  farm  was  originally  run  as  a  dairy  farm  by  Edwin  and 
eventually  his  son,  Edgar.  Many  of  their  cows  received  top 
recognition  and  awards  from  the  Springfield  Fair,  now  known 
as  the  Big  E.  Edgar  passed  away  in  1943  at  the  age  of  32,  due  to 
a  farming  accident. 

The  farm  was  then  owned  and  run  by  Edwin  and  his 
daughter  in-law,  Eleanor.  One  of  Edwin's  passions  was  his 
bantam  chickens — Golden  Sebrights  and  Black  Cochins.  You 
could  pass  the  farm  any  day  in  good  weather  and  see  him  sitting 
under  the  shade  tree  near  the  barn  with  the  bantams  sitting 
on  his  shoulder.  Edwin  passed  away  in  1958  at  the  age  of  86. 
Eleanor  lived  until  1984. 

Eleanor  and  Edgar  had  four  children.  The  oldest  son, 
Richard,  known  as  Dick,  took  over  running  the  farm,  with  a  few 
hired  men,  before  the  cows  were  sold  in  1957. 

Since  1981,  the  farm  has  been  owned  by  Dick  and  his  wife, 
Carolann.  Dick  and  Carolann  were  married  in  1955  and  have 
raised  five  children  in  the  big  farmhouse,  where  Dick  was  born. 
One  of  their  daughters  passed  away  in  1978  at  the  age  of  16 
due  to  a  heart  illness.  The  four  other  children — Debbie  Beham, 
Carolyn  Ullrich,  Judy  Ullrich  and  Rick  Boardman — still  live  in 


Before  and  after:  the  Boardman  barn  on  Hewins  St.,  one  of  the 

victims  of  the  winter's  heavy  snows. 


Sheffield,  three  having  built  homes  near  the  old  homestead  on 
what  was  once  pasture  land. 

The  farm  has  shrunk  to  only  45  acres,  but  is  still  in 
working  order.  Dick  and  Carolann  still  grow  their  own 
produce,  planting  acres  of  sweet  corn,  pumpkins,  gourds 
and  other  fruits  and  vegetables.  From  summer  to  fall,  people 
come  from  miles  around  to  visit  "Boardman's  Farm  Stand"  to 

Continued  on  page  3 
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COLLAPSED  BARNS,  continued  from  page  1 


Clockwise  from  top:  Two  partial  collapses  on  Boardma 
St.  and  a  complete  collapse  on  Barnum  St. 


purchase  fresh  produce.  The  farm  is  still  a  family-run  opera- 
tion, where  Dick  and  Carolann's  family — their  four  children, 
10  grandchildren,  and  10  great-children — all  take  a  hand  in 
helping  out. 

The  barn  was  116  years  old  when  it  collapsed.  Dick  had 
recently  been  using  the  barn  to  store  some  of  his  farm  equip- 
ment. In  previous  years,  Dick  and  Carolann's  children  and 
grandchildren  also  played  in  the  old  barn,  hide  and  seek  being 
one  of  the  favorite  games. 

Even  though  the  barn  has  collapsed,  we  in  the  family  will 
never  forget  it.  Its  image  lives  on  in  art  and  photographs. 

Several  artists,  including 
local  artist  Sabina  Ull- 
rich, used  the  barn  and 
its  spectacular  backdrop 
of  Mt.  Everett  and  the 
Taconic  Range  as  the 
subject  for  paintings  and 
drawings.  Photographs 
of  the  barn  have  also 
been  featured  in  the  book 
Barns  of  the  Berkshires 
by  Stephen  G.  Donald- 
son, published  in  2009. 

— Rebecca  Beham 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  SERIES  ANNOUNCES  SPRING  PROGRAM 


Since  June  2007,  Dewey  Hall  has  hosted 
the  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  the  month.  The  hall  is  set 
up  as  a  bistro,  and  no  seat  is  far  from  the 
stage.  Candles  and  checkered  tablecloths 
adorn  the  small  tables.  Shows  start  at 
7:30  and  last  about  two  hours.  All  ages 
are  welcome. 

Coming  March  5:  Runa,  a  trio  playing 
traditional  and  recently  composed  Celtic 
music  (www.runamusic.com).  April  2: 
Berkshire  favorite  Bruce  Mandel 


(www.brucemandel.com).  April  7:  the 
Ladies  Auxiliary  Ukulele  Orchestra.  You 
can  sign  up  for  reminders  of  upcoming 
performances  by  emailing  deweyhall- 
folk@gmail.com.  A  calendar  of  events  is 
available  at  www.deweyhall.com. 

The  suggested  donation  at  the  door 
is  $15,  most  of  which  goes  directly  to  the 
musicians.  A  portion  goes  to  the  Shef- 
field Friendly  Union  Library  Association, 
the  organization  that  manages  Dewey 
Hall,  which  also  recently  received  a  $500 


grant  from  the  Cultural  Council  Program 
to  help  offset  the  costs  associated  with 
producing  the  Series.  (See  page  1 1  for 
more  on  the  grants.) 

Founder  Tom  Ingersoll  produces  the 
concert  series  along  with  other  volun- 
teers. "The  region  is  rich  with  high-caliber 
musical  talent  yet  there  are  not  that  many 
places  to  hear  it.  We  are  fortunate  to  have 
Dewey  Hall,  a  beautiful  and  acoustically 
superior  venue  in  which  to  showcase 
these  musicians,"  says  Ingersoll. 
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Community  News 


EAGLE  FUND  RAISES  MORE  THAN  $8,000  FOR  SCHOOLS 


Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School  stu- 
dents raised  more  than  $8,000  in  pledges 
during  the  annual  November  Phon-a- 
thon  for  the  Eagle  Fund.  The  Eagle  Fund 
provides  enrichment  programming  in  the 
arts,  sciences  and  technology  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District.  The  money  raised  will  be 
added  to  the  fund's  endowment. 

Students  from  Mt.  Everett  volun- 
teered on  two  evenings  to  make  calls 
for  the  event,  which  is  one  of  the  Eagle 
Fund's  primary  fundraisers.  Board 
members  for  the  fund  organized  calling 
lists  and  supervised  as  students  contacted 
hundreds  of  residents  in  the  five  towns 
that  comprise  the  Southern  Berkshire 
district:  Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough  and  Sheffield.  The 
student  volunteers  were  all  members  of 
the  school's  chapter  of  S  ADD  (Students 
Against  Destructive  Decisions). 

The  fund — an  endowment  man- 


aged by  Berkshire  Taconic  Community 
Foundation — was  founded  in  1998.  It 
makes  grants  each  spring  for  programs 
and  opportunities  proposed  by  students, 
teachers  and  community  members.  In 
2010,  in  conjunction  with  the  similar 
Janet's  Fund,  the  Eagle  Fund  reviewed 
35  applications  from  students,  teach- 


ers, administrators  and  members  of  the 
community  and  recommended  19  grants 
totaling  $30,195.  Projects  funded  in 
the  past  range  from  artwork  displays  to 
chccrlcading  camp  to  afterschool  pro- 
grams in  yoga  and  robotics. 

More  information  about  the  Eagle 
Fund  is  available  at  www.eagle-fund.net. 


SHEFFIELD  TEACHER  CO-DIRECTS  HISTORY  PLAY 


Deborah  Swiatek,  an  Ashley  Falls 
resident  who  teaches  at  Monument 
Valley  Middle  School,  will  co-direct  a 
play  highlighting  famous  people  who 
have  lived  in  Great  Barrington  as 
part  of  that  town's  250th  anniversary 
celebration  this  year. 

The  play,  a  series  of  monologues 
by  everyone  from  Edward  Searles 
toW.E.B.  DuBois,  was  written  by 
David  Rutstein,  trustee  of  the  Great 


Barrington  Historical  Society.The 
cast  includes  students  from  Monu- 
mentValley  Middle  School.  Swiatek's 
co-director  is  Donnal  Astion,  another 
teacher  at  the  middle  school. 

The  program  will  be  presented  at 
the  Mahaiwe Theater  in  Great  Bar- 
rington on  Fri.,  March  25,  at  7pm  and 
Sat.,  March  26,  at  4pm. 

For  more  information,  call 
4 1 3-644-2300,  ext.  22 1 3. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery -Beer.  Wine -Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


FREE  DAY  AT  COMMUNITY  CENTER 


On  Sun.,  March  27,  Berkshire  South 
Regional  Community  Center  is  offer- 
ing residents  of  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls  the  chance  to  use  the  Center 
and  all  its  facilities  just  by  showing 
proof  of  residency. 

Berkshire  South  has  a  fitness 
room  with  18  cardio  machines  and 
a  three-pool  complex,  including 
a  children's  splash  pool.  On  that 
Sunday  a  Pilates  class  is  available. 
During  the  week,  the  center  offers 
certified  personal  trainers,  group 
fitness  classes  and  nutrition,  health 
and  wellness  workshops,  as  well 
as  swimming  lessons  for  all  ages. 
Childcare  is  available  through  the 
"Stay  and  Play  Program." 

Berkshire  South,  at  15  Crissey 
Rd.  in  Great  Barrington,  got  its  start 
in  1996,  when  a  group  of  community 
leaders  met  to  discuss  the  lack  of 
access  by  many  to  the  recreational, 


cultural,  educational  and  social  activi- 
ties that  existed  in  south  Berkshire 
County.  The  Center  was  established 
in  2002  and  serves  residents  of  South 
County,  as  well  as  the  New  York  and 
Connecticut  towns  that  border  the 
Berkshires.  The  organization  also 
offers  financial  aid  for  memberships 
and  programs. 

Events  at  the  Center  include  a 
folk  jam  held  on  the  first  Friday  of 
each  month;  a  Family  Wellness  Day 
on  Sat.,  March  12;  a  swim-a-thon  on 
Sat.,  Mar  19;  "A  Taste  of  Community" 
showcasing  food  and  libations  from 
Berkshires'  restaurants  and  wine 
merchants  on  Sat.,  April  2;  and  a 
"Celebrate  Spring!"  festival  on  Sat., 
April  23.  For  more  information  on 
these  and  other  programs,  visit  www. 
berkshiresouth.org,  pick  up  a  copy  of 
the  catalog  at  the  Center  or  call  413- 
528-2810.   —Garnet  L.  Williams 


'YOU'RE  A  GOOD  MAN,  CHARLIE 
BROWN' AT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School  will  pres- 
ent the  musical  "You're  A  Good  Man,  Char- 
lie Brown"  Thurs.,  March  1 7,  to  Sun.,  March 
20  at  the  Thomas  A.  Consolati  Performing 
Arts  Center. 

This  happy  and  uplifting  musical  comedy 
with  music  and  lyrics  by  Clark  Gesner  was 
inspired  by  the  Charles  M.  Schulz  comic 
strip  "Peanuts."  This  version,  updated  from 
the  original  1967  version,  opened  on  Broad- 
way in  1999. 

The  performance  will  feature  over  30 
students  from  7th  through  12th  grade. The 
show  is  staged  and  directed  by  Ralph  Petillo. 
Gabriella  Makuc,  a  junior  at  Mt.  Everett,  is 
the  rehearsal  and  performance  pianist — 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Mt.  Everett's 
theatrical  programs  that  a  student  has  been 
given  this  responsibility. 

Evening  performances  on  Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  are  at  7:30pm,  and  the  Saturday 
and  Sunday  matinees  are  at  2pm.  General 
admission  tickets  are  $8  (students  and  seniors 
$6). All  proceeds  benefit  the  Southern  Berk- 
shire Regional  School  District's  arts  program- 
ming. Tickets  go  on  sale  Mon.,  March  8,  and 
can  be  purchased  in  advance  or  at  the  door. 
For  more  information  call  229-8754  ext.  127. 
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VILLAGE  ON  THE  GREEN  ?* 


113  Main  Street  •  Sheffield,  MA*  (413)  229-7500 
kAsk  about  platters  for  meetings  and  events— big  or  small  ^ 


Oty 
to      V/ArG 


Monday 

♦  Get  spaghetti  with 
sausaee  or  meatballs 
with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $4. 95 
Dine  out    $5.95 

ALL  DAY 


Tuesday  &  Wednesday 

♦  Get  2  medium 
cheese  pizzas 

$14.95 
Dine  in  or  out 

ALL  DAY 


Thursday 

♦  Chicken  parmesan 

with  hot  bread 

Dine  in     $6. 95 
Dine  out    $7. 95 

ALL  DAY 


Burgers 
Fresh  salads 
Wraps 
Fried  seafood 


ALSO  SERVING: 

•  Specialty  sandwiches 

•  Hot/cold  sandwiches 

•  Reubens 

•  Grinders 


Pasta  dinners 
Casseroles 
Pizzas/calzones 
Sheet  pizza 


SUN  DAY  -  THURSDAY  1  lAM  -  9PM       FRIDAY  &  SATURDAY  1  lAM  -  10PM 


Community  News 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Old  Parish  Church 

Ash  Wednesday  is  April  9.  This  year  during  Lent,  the  Soup/ 
Study  group  will  read  Greg  Mortenson's  Three  Cups  of  Tea: 
One  Man's  Mission  to  Promote  Peace  One  School  at  at  Time,  a 
true  story  of  Mortenson's  time  in  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan. 

The  meetings  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evenings  from 
5:30  to  7:30pm  at  Old  Parish,  from  March  13  to  April  17. 
All  are  welcome. 

Food  Assistance  Program 

We  celebrate  the  reopening  of  the  Great  Barrington  People's 
Food  Pantry.  We  weren't  able  to  help  its  folks  because  of 
logistics  and  numbers,  so  we  are  glad  the  Great  Barrington 
Pantry  is  back  in  business.  Thanks  to  Dave  Smith  for  helping 
us  return  the  canned  goods  that  the  Pantry  had  donated  to  us 
to  the  Pantry's  new  quarters  at  the  Calvary  Christian  Chapel 
on  Route  41  north  of  Great  Barrington. 

The  needs  of  people  in  Sheffield  are  growing,  and  we  wel- 
come them  to  Sheffield's  Food  Assistance  Program.  To  help  us 
serve  everyone,  we  can  use  more  volunteers.  Three  years  ago, 
we  served  half  the  number  of  people. 

Our  faithful  driver  for  many  years,  Jack  Muskrat,  has 
shifted  to  being  a  backup  driver,  and  Dennis  Staropoli  has 
taken  over  his  role,  sharing  the  weekly  pickups  of  food  from 
the  stores  in  Great  Barrington  with  Brian  Levinsohn. 

Every  month  we  need  enough  tomato  sauce  and  pasta  to 
feed  45  families  twice  and  enough  peanut  butter  and  pork  and 
beans  once — we  always  run  out.  Cereal  is  another  staple  that 
we  give  away  all  we  have  every  month. 

You  can  drop  off  your  donations  at  the  Berkshire  Bank 
office  in  Sheffield  any  time  that  is  convenient.  Any  non- 
perishable  items  are  gratefully  accepted.  We  greatly  appreciate 
Berkshire  Bank  letting  us  use  its  lobby  as  a  dropoff  location. 

Church  Women  United 

The  Berkshire  chapter  of  Church  Women  United  is  spon- 
soring a  world  day  of  prayer  at  the  South  Congregational 


KEEP  FARMING 

_  South  Berkshire  Community  Forum  on  farming.  Tuesday,  March 

15,7pm  in  the  Congregational  Church  parish  room,  25 1  Main  St, 
Great  Barrington.  For  information:  MaryBeth  Merritt  at  528-3079  or 
Nick  Stanton  at  ngstanton@gmail.com 

Church,  110  South  St.,  Pittfield  on  Sat.,  March  5,  from  10am 
to  2:30pm.  The  lunch  and  registration  fee  of  $8  may  be  paid 
at  the  door.  The  program  will  include  workshops  to  learn 
more  about  Judaism  and  Islam. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd. 
229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages 
3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 
Betty  LeGeyt.  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist).  North  St.  528-4197.  Friday. 
8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated  on 
answering  machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528-6378.  Fnday:  7:30pm  Shab- 
bat  Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher, 
Associate  Rabbi  An  Rosenberg 

SHEFFIELD 


Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180  Main  St.  229-881  I.Sunday: 
8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am 
Holy  Euchanst  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The 
public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ),  125  Main  St.  229-8173.  Sunday:  10am 
Worship,  Sunday  School,  10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave.  229-3028.  Saturday:  4:00pm 
Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  Bruce 
Teague 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational).  1970  N.  Main  St  528-2911,  www.shef- 
fieldchapel.org.  Sunday:  10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wed.: 
Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey  McLaughlin 


FREE  ESTIMATES  FOR 

Roofing  •  Tiling  •Decks  •  Porches 
Sheet  Rocking  •  Flooring  •  Additions 

Odd  Jobs 

Herbert  W.  Eichstedt  III 
Jason  W.  Eichstedt 


General  Contractors 

MA  Lie.  #052779 


413-229-2544 

CT  Lie.  #530102 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  FINISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 
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Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 


Room,  by  Emma  Donogue  (Little, 
Brown  and  Co.,  2010). 

Two  sentences  by  a  New  York  Times 
reviewer  captures  all  that  needs  to  be  said 
about  this  wonderful  book.'Donocme 
has  created  one  of  the  pure  triumphs  of 
recent  fiction:  an  ebullient  child  narra- 
tor, held  captive  with  his  mother  in  an 
11 -by- 11  foot  room,  through  whom  we 
encounter  the  blurry,  often  complicated 
space  between  closeness  and  autonomy. 
In  a  narrative  at  once  delicate  and 
vigorous — rich  in  psychological,  socio- 
logical and  political  meaning,  Donogue 
reveals  how  joy  and  terror  often  dwell 
side  bv  side." 

Primarily,  the  story  is  about  five-year- 
old  Jack,  Ma  and  Old  Nick,  who  arrives 
at  night,  always  out  of  sight  but  not  out 
of  hearing  from  the  lighdy  sleeping  Jack. 
And  Room,  a  prison,  but  also  a  tiny 
space  where  Jack  and  Ma  live  their  lives, 
protected  from  and  imprisoned  against  a 


world  pictured  for  them  by  an  old  TV. 

Told  through  Jack's  eyes,  as  he 
befriends  Door  and  Wardrobe  and  Roof 
and  Skylight  and  Bed  and  Rug,  it  is  a 
story  at  times  funny,  sad  and  terrifying.  In 
addition  to  the  obvious  questions — Why 
are  they  there?  Why  can't  they  get  out? — 
Room  raises  questions  of  identity  and 
relationship  and  how  people  construct 
their  world. 

It  wouldn't  be  fair  to  the  reader  to 
give  away  the  book's  conclusion,  but  if 
the  beginning  of  Room  doesn't  grip  you, 
the  end  will.  Donogue's  use  of  language 
is  simple  and  insightful,  and  her  ability  to 
see  the  world  through  the  eyes  of  a  five- 
year- old  is  sensitive  and  profound.  A  few 
paragraphs  will  be  demonstrative: 

In  the  dark  there's  the  picture  of  me  Ma  did 
for  my  birthday,  I  look  very  small.  I  wave  her  over 
and  point  to  it. 

I  kiss  her  face  where  the  tears  are,  that's  how 
the  sea  tastes. 


BOOK  TALK  DRAWS  CROWD  OF 
WINTER-WEARY  GARDENERS 


Local  authors  and  gardeners  extraordinaire 
Jennifer  and  Ron  Kujawski  significandy 
brightened  a  dismal,  snowy  midwinter's 
day  before  an  appreciative  and  participa- 
tive audience  at  the  Library  on  Feb.  5. 

Speaking  about  their  new  book,  The 
Week- By-Week  Vegetable  Gardening 
Handbook:  Make  the  Most  of  Your 


Jennifer  Kujawski  signs  books  after  the  book  talk 


Growing  Season,  Ron  and  Jennifer  offered 
tip  after  practical  tip  for  gardeners  novice 
to  expert,  laced  with  good  humor  and 
personal  anecdotes  from  a  lifetime  of 
experience. 

The  Kujawskis,  daughter  and  father 
who  have  long  gardened  together, 
focused  on  soil  preparation  as  the 

essential  foundation  for 
gardening  success,  seed- 
starting  basics,  extend- 
ing the  growing  season 
for  a  year-round  harvest 
of  fresh  greens  and  veg- 
gies and  food  preserva- 
tion methods  ranging 
from  canning  and 
freezing  to  dehydration. 
Following  an  extended 
round  of  questions  for 
the  authors  and  armed 
with  new  books,  attend- 
ees emerged  enthused 
and  motivated  to  get 
an  early  start  on  their 
gardens  this  year! 

— Ed  Surjan 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 

Hours:Tues.-Thurs.  1 0-5;  Fri.  10-8; 

Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


I  pull  the  me  picture  down  and  zip  it  into  my 
jacket.  Ma's  nearly  at  Door,  I  go  over. "Lift  me  up?" 

"Jack—" 

"Please." 

Ma  sits  me  up  on  her  hip,  I  reach  up. 

"Higher." 

She  holds  me  by  my  ribs  and  lifts  me  up  up  up, 
I  touch  the  start  of  Roof.  I  say,  "Good-bye,  Roof." 

Ma  puts  me  down  thump. 

"Good-bye,  Room."  I  wave  up  at  Skylight.  "Say 
good-bye,"  I  tell  Ma.  "Good-bye,  Room." 

Ma  says  it  but  on  mute. 

I  look  back  one  more  time.  It's  like  a  crater, 
a  hole  where  something  happened.  Then  we  go 
out  the  door." 

— John  G.  Wightman 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Pruning  workshop,  Tom  Ingersoll,  Mas- 
sachusetts Certified  Arborist  and  prin- 
ciple of  Webster  Ingersoll,  the  Sheffield 
landscaping  firm,  is  leading  a  hands-on, 
free  workshop,  "Structural  Pruning  in 
the  Landscape,"  on  Sat.,  March  26,  from 
10am  to  noon.  Participants  will  learn 
the  principles  and  techniques  of  training 
shade  and  ornamental  trees. 

Book  talk.  Also  on  Sat.,  March  26,  Judith 
Papachristou  will  g^ve  a  talk  on  her  recent 
novel,  Halcyon  Murder:  Love  and  Death  on 
a  Greek  Island.  The  talk  begins  at  2pm. 

Travelogue.  On  Fri.,  April  15,  Bruce 
Howden  will  give  a  talk  on  "Hiking  on  a 
Glacier  in  Patagonia"  at  6:30pm. 

Art  show.  For  the  last  couple  of  years, 
eight  artists  have  been  meeting  to  paint 
every  Tuesday  at  the  Library,  shepherded 
by  Ellen  Murtagh.  They  recently  decided 
to  give  themselves  a  name — Indigo 
Hues — and  put  on  an  art  show  to  raise 
money  for  the  Library.  The  painters  work 
in  varying  styles  and  media.  The  Indigo 
Hues  Art  Show  will  take  place  the  week- 
end of  April  29-May  1,  open  on  Friday 
from  5  to  8pm;  Saturday  from  10am  to 
5pm  and  Sunday  from  10am  to  4pm. 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Dec,  20  working  meeting 

Time  Warner  is  proposing  to  extend  cable 
to  areas  in  Town  that  are  not  currently 
served  in  three  phases.  Phase  I  would  be 
completed  in  2011  and  Phases  II  and  III 
by  the  end  of  2012. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  discussed  the 
proposal.  They  directed  that  Special  Town 
Counsel  William  Hewig,  from  Kopelman 
and  Paige,  will  work  with  Time  Warner 
counsel  John  Fogarty  regarding  the  con- 
tract language.  Town  Administrator  Joe 
Kellogg  would  like  the  Senior  Center  to 
have  the  ability  to  broadcast  live  meetings. 
John  Mucha  from  Time  Wirncr  will  look 
into  the  issue. 

Dec.  20  regular  meeting 

Michael  Rothstcin,  from  the  Race  Brook 
Lodge,  was  present  to  discuss  noise  com- 
plaints received  regarding  entertainment 
at  the  lodge.  He  stated  that  most  of  the 
events  are  inside  at  the  Events  Barn  and 


Discover  a  1 1  the  benefits 

of  the  Center... 

on  our  dimef 

Just  sboijj 
proof  of 

residency  on 

y°ur  toiun's 

/dent/fed 

Open  House 

Day. 

Ashley  7a^s 
residents*. 

your  davjs 
^°  °r>  a  tour/ 
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"BERKSHIRE  SOUTH 

REGIONAL  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

15  Crissey  Road.  Great  Barrington.  MA  01230 
www.berkshiresouth.org   •   413.528.2810 


that  amplified  music  stops  at  11pm.  Dis- 
cussion ensued  regarding  the  complaint. 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  contact  the 
neighbor  who  complained  to  discuss  her 
issues  and  to  determine  possible  solutions. 
Thomas  Carmody,  the  town's  building 
inspector,  was  present  and  stated  that  he 
had  received  complaints  regarding  noise 
at  Race  Brook  Lodge  and  noted  that  the 
Events  Barn  does  not  have  an  occupancy 
permit  and  has  not  been  inspected  by 
him.  It  was  the  consensus  of  the  Board  to 
table  the  discussion  and  issue  a  temporary 
entertainment  license  until  more  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  from  the  building 
inspector  regarding  the  legal  status  of  the 
Events  Barn. 

Chairman  Haiinum  read  the  list  of 
proposed  license  holders  for  201 1.  The 
Board  voted  to  approve  all  the  licenses  for 
201 1,  with  the  exception  of  the  entertain- 
ment license  for  the  Race  Brook  Lodge, 
which  the  Board  then  discussed.  It  voted 


Berkshire  Styles 

Salon 

534  South  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.6654 

Berkshirestyles.com 

Annie  Juhlin 
owner/stylist 

Hair  t^Tanning 
Waxing^ApEar  Piercing 

Seniors  save  20%  on  Mondays! 

Hours:  Sunday  1-5,  Monday  (senior  day)  9-3, 
Thursday  10-6,  Friday  9-5,  Sat  9-3 


to  issue  a  one-month  entertainment 
license,  which  will  expire  on  Jan.  31. 

Resident  Allison  Lassoe  was  present 
to  request  approval  of  the  bike  routes  pro- 
posed at  the  Dec.  6  meeting  for  inclusion 
in  the  Berkshire  Bike  Path  South  Count)' 
Touring  Map.  The  Board  voted  to  approve 
them  as  presented. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  the 
town  insurance  company,  MIIA,  has 
offered  a  renewal  proposal  for  2012  with  a 
10  percent  decrease  for  property/casualty, 
liability  and  workers  compensation.  He 
recommended  that  the  Board  approve  the 
proposal  and  it  did  so. 

David  Smith,  Sr.,  from  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  presented  three  donations  to 
the  Town  for  the  Senior  Center  Building 
Fund  Donation  Account:  $500  as  the 
Kiwanis  regular  annual  donation,  $5,000 
from  proceeds  of  the  Harvest  Brunch  and 
$100  from  Kiwanis  Aktion  Club.  Board 
Chair  Julie  Hannum  thanked  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  for  the  donations. 

Administrator  Kellogg  gave  the  Board 
an  update  on  the  progress  of  construc- 
tion at  the  Senior  Center.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  the  outdoor  lighting  and 
furnishings. 

Chairman  Hannum  noted  that  the 
Board  will  host  a  public  informational 
meeting  regarding  the  Sheffield  Water 
Company's  proposed  water  tank  project  on 
Dec.  29  and  that  the  Massachusetts  Dept. 
of  Public  Utilities  will  hold  a  formal  public 
hearing  on  Jan.  5.  [See  page  13  for  the  latest 
on  the  tank.] 

Time  Warner  has  sent  a  letter 
requesting  that  all  notices  to  the  Board, 
as  required  by  the  cable  license,  be  sent 
electronically  in  place  of  paper  mail.  The 
Board  voted  to  do  so. 

The  Board  received  letters  of  inter- 
est for  the  Assistant  Electrical  Inspector 
position  from  Ken  Kushi,  Dale  Martin 
and  Carl  VanDeusen.  The  Board  voted 
to  appoint  Carl  VanDeusen  for  a  term  to 
expire  on  June  30,  2011. 

In  Selectmen's  items,  Selectman  Rene 
Wood  thanked  Town  employees  for  their 
hard  work  and  dedication  during  the  past 
year.  The  Board  thanked  the  Highway 
Department  for  the  great  job  it's  doing  on 
keeping  roads  clear  during  winter  storms. 
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Some  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings 

are  aired  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel 

1 6.  Check  schedule  for  times. 


In  Town  Administrator's  items, 
Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  the  Town 
Hall  will  be  closed  on  December  23  and 
24  for  the  Christmas  holiday  and  Decem- 
ber 30  and  31  for  the  New  Year's  holiday. 

Administrator  Kelloss  said  that  he  has 
discussed  the  proposed  winter  closing  of 
a  section  of  Dower  Barnum  Street  with 
the  Highway  Superintendent  and  Police 
Chief,  who  are  in  agreement  with  the 
proposal.  The  Fire  Chief  has  conditionally 
approved  the  closing  subject  to  first  driving 
a  fire  truck  over  the  alternate  route, 

Jan.  3  regular  meeting 

The  Board  appointed  Ron  Bubak  and 
Kevin  Learnard,  appointed  in  2009  as 
probationary  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, as  permanent  members  pending 
approval  of  Chief  Rick  Boardman. 

Administrator  Kellogg  requested  that 
the  Board  approve  a  change  order  to  the 
contract  with  Salco  Construction  for  the 
new  Senior  Center  that  includes  changing 
bath  tiles  to  6  by  6  inches;  additional  truss 
work  for  mechanical  duct  work;  relocation 
of  the  H  VAC  system;  and  changing  floor- 
ing in  the  Great  Room  to  five-inch  red 
oak.  The  total  increase  is  57,627.77.  The 
Board  voted  to  approve  the  order. 

Tom  Ingersoll  of  the  Sheffield  Tree 
Project  was  present  to  seek  Board 
approval  on  an  application  for  a  Tree  City 
USA  designation  for  2010.  The  Board 
voted  to  do  so. 

Judith  Steindler  submitted  her  resig- 
nation from  the  Commission  on  Dis- 
abilities. The  Board  voted  to  accept  the 
resignation  and  to  send  a  letter  of  thanks 
for  her  service. 

Deirdre  Scapin  submitted  an  applica- 
tion for  an  Antique  and  Second  Hand 
Goods  License  for  a  clothing  consignment 
store  at  725  North  Main  St.  The  Board 
voted  to  grant  the  license. 

Chowdah  House  was  omitted  from 
the  list  of  proposed  licenses  for  2011, 
approved  at  the  Dec  20  meeting.  The 
Board  voted  to  approve  a  Common  Vict- 
ualler License  for  2011  for  the  business. 

Jan.  10  working  meeting 

The  Board  started  by  meeting  in  execu- 
tive session  to  discuss  the  discipline  or 


dismissal  of  an  employee. 

In  open  session,  the  Board  discussed 
two  quotes  to  haul  and  dispose  of  mate- 
rial in  the  scrap  metal  recycling  box:  $96 
charged  per  haul  from  Ray's  Auto  Parts 
and  $125  paid  per  haul  from  JTC  and 
Sons.  Administrator  Kellogg  recom- 
mended that  the  contract  be  awarded  to 
JTC  and  Sons,  effective  immediately  for 
a  period  to  end  on  June  30,  2011,  and  the 
Board  voted  to  do  so. 

There  was  a  brief  discussion  regarding 
the  purchase  of  tables  and  chairs  for  the 
new  Senior  Center. 

Jan.  24  working  meeting 

The  Board  again  first  met  in  executive  ses- 
sion to  discuss  the  discipline  or  dismissal 
of  an  employee. 

Following  discussion  of  a  letter  from 
the  Friends  of 


Main  St.,  which  the  Board  granted. 

Administrator  Kellogg  updated  the 
Board  on  the  Race  Brook  Lodge  situa- 
tion [see  Dec.  20].  The  Events  Barn  never 
received  a  certificate  of  occupancy  (CO). 
The  owners  have  been  working  with  the 
building  inspector  on  this.  Once  the  CO 
is  received,  they  would  have  to  come  to  the 
Board  to  request  an  expansion  for  their 
entertainment  and  liquor  licenses.  The 
Board  voted  to  extend  the  entertainment 
license,  which  had  been  granted  on  a  one- 
month  basis  until  Jan.  31,  to  March  31. 

Administrator  Kellogg  submitted  his 
proposed  budget  for  the  Selectmen's  office 
for  FY2012  in  the  amount  of  $164,920. 
The  proposed  increases  are  a  3  percent 
salary  rise,  $50  more  for  state  travel  and 
$1,000  more  for  conferences.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  the  travel  and  conference 

increase,  and  the 


Sheffield  Senior 
Center  regarding 
furnishings  for  the 
new  center,  the 
Board  voted  to 
authorize  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  to 
be  responsible  for 
coordination  of 
the  furnishings.  It 
was  the  consensus 
of  the  Board  that 
all  items  going 
into  the  Senior 
Center  needed  to 
be  first  approved 
by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

Selectman 
Wood  stated  that 
there  is  an  issue 
between  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Dept. 
of  Environmental 
Protection  (DEP) 


COMMISSION  ON  DISABILITIES 

Sheffield's  Commission  on  Disabilities  is 
looking  for  volunteers  to  serve  on  the 
Commission  and  help  bring  about  the  full 
integration  and  participation  of  people 
with  disabilities  in  Sheffield. 

Those  who  serve  on  the  Commission 
must  be  Sheffield  residents.  Applicants 
who  have  a  disability  of  any  sort,  those 
who  have  family  members  with  disabili- 
ties, those  who  work  in  a  profession  that 
serves  people  with  disabilities,  those  who 
have  particular  knowledge  of  disability 
laws  and  those  who  simply  have  an 
interest  in  advocating  for  accessibility  are 
welcome  to  apply  to  serve. 

If  you  are  interested,  send  a  letter 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  at  Town  Hall, 
2 1  Depot  Square,  P.O.  Box  325,  Shef- 
field, MA  0 1 257  or  email  rlabombard@ 
sheffieldma.gov.  If  you  have  questions,  call 
Rhonda  LaBombard  at  229-7000  ext  1 52. 
Commission  meetings  are  held  at  Town 
Hall.  Call  for  dates  and  times. The  public 
is  welcome  to  attend. 


and  Century  Acqui- 
sitions regarding  river-front  mitigation. 
The  Board  decided  that  Selectman  Wood 
will  contact  DEP  for  further  information. 

Jan.  24  regular  meeting 

Shirley  Snyder  has  applied  for  an  Antique 
and  Second  Hand  Goods  License  for  81 


Board  decided  not 
to  make  them.  It 
approved  a  budget 
in  the  amount  of 
$163,870,  which 
represents  the  sal- 
ary increase  only. 
In  Selectmen's 
items,  Chairman 
Hannum  and 
Selectman  Wood 
shared  informa- 
tion from  some  of 
the  sessions  they 
attended  at  the 
MA  Municipal 
Assoc's  annual 
conference.  Wood 
reported  on  the 
Housing  Com- 
mission, which  is 
making  progress 
towards  develop- 
ing an  accessory 
apartment  by-law 


proposal  to  send  to 
the  Planning  Board.  [See  item  on  page  11.] 
She  noted  that  the  Berkshire  County 
Board  of  Health  and  Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commission  are  working  with 
the  Dept.  of  Public  Health  regarding  grant 
funds  to  improve  inter-municipal  services. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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MINUTES,  continued  from  page  9 


Selectman  Dave  Smith  thanked  the 
Highway  Department  for  its  hard  work 
and  said  that  he  has  received  many  positive 
comments  about  its  work. 

Chairman  Hannum  thanked  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  and  expressed  her 
appreciation  for  his  good  work  overseeing 
the  Town. 

Greg  Marlow  from  Century  Acquisi- 
tions presented  a  check  in  the  amount  of 
$9,500  as  a  donation  to  the  Senior  Center. 
He  said  that  Century  realized  the  financial 
hardship  to  the  Town  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  center  and  wanted  to  help. 
The  Board  thanked  Marlow  and  Century 
Acquisitions  for  their  generous  gift. 

Gail  Garrett  was  present  to  discuss  a 
change  in  legislation  that  would  require 
charitable  organizations  to  pay  real  estate 
and  personal  property  taxes  and  requested 
the  Board's  support  on  this  issue.  The 
Board  agreed  to  take  her  comments  and 
information  under  advisement. 

Jan.  31  working  meeting 

Selectman  Wood  stated  her  concerns 
with  the  Town  Administrator's  evaluation 
process,  which  has  stopped,  the  compila- 
tion of  the  general  bylaws,  which  have  not 
been  updated,  and  revision  of  the  person- 
nel policy.  Discussion  ensued.  It  was  the 
consensus  of  the  Board  to  meet  on  a  regu- 
lar basis  to  finish  updating  the  personnel 
policy.  Administrator  Kellogg  will  work  to 
try  and  update  the  general  bylaws  within 
the  next  two  weeks. 

The  Board  discussed  the  Highway 
Garage  project,  which  is  on  hold  until  the 


wetland  delineation  is  final  and  an  endan- 
gered species  study  is  completed. 

The  Board  authorized  Administrator 
Kellogg  to  order  folding  chair  storage  carts 
for  the  new  Senior  Center. 

Administrator  Kellogg  will  contact 
Mark  Pruhcnski  to  check  the  status  of  his 
issues  regarding  Pete's  Sales  and  Service. 

Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  is  working 
on  creating  ID  badges  for  town  employees. 

Administrator  Kellogg  updated  the 
Board  on  several  change  orders  with  the 
new  Senior  Center  construction.  The 
completion  and  move-in  date  is  now  the 
week  of  February  21st.  Local  resident 
Kathy  Tctro  has  requested  to  speak  with 
the  Board  regarding  using  Old  Mill  Pond 
Rd.  as  access  to  the  Senior  Center.  Kel- 
logg will  contact  her  to  discuss  her  issues. 

Administrator  Kellogg  will  present 
his  proposed  FY2012  Annual  Budget 
to  the  Finance  Committee  on  Feb.  9.  He 
reported  that  he  met  with  the  town  build- 
ing inspector  and  will  be  recommending 
a  decrease  of  hours  due  to  the  decrease  in 
building  activity  over  the  past  two  years. 

Administrator  Kellogg  gave  a  brief 
explanation  of  some  of  the  proposed  war- 
rant articles  for  the  Annual  Town  Meet- 
ing in  May.  Discussion  ensued  and  will 
continue  at  a  future  meeting. 

The  Aktion  Club  of  Kiwanis  sent  a 
letter  requesting  use  of  the  Senior  Cen- 
ter for  its  meetings  twice  a  month.  The 
Board  decided  that  any  decisions  regard- 
ing regular  use  of  the  facility  should  wait 
until  we  get  a  sense  of  how  the  building 
is  used  over  the  first  year. 


The  new  Senior  Center:  Not  quite  ready 
for  occupancy  at  the  end  of  February. 
fohn-Arthur  Miller,  the  center's  director, 
is  hopeful  the  move  will  happen  the  first  or 
second  week  of  March. 


Feb.  9  working  meeting 

Administrator  Kellogg  gave  an  overview 
of  his  FY2012  Annual  Budget  that  he 
will  present  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  the  revenues 
and  department  expenditures.  The  Town's 
operating  budget  is  essentially  level  funded 
from  last  year  with  these  exceptions: 

A  salary  increase  of  3  percent  for  non- 
union employees. 

Building  and  grounds  budget, 
increased  due  to  fuel  costs  and  the  addi- 
tion of  the  new  Senior  Center. 

Highway  budget,  increased  due  to 
fuel  costs. 

Fire  hydrants  budget,  increased  due  to 
the  water  rate  increase. 

Retirement,  decreased  due  to  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  employees  in  the  system. 

Inspectional  services,  decreased  due  to 
a  reduction  of  hours  and  setting  up  revolv- 
ing funds. 

The  budget  is  roughly  $100,000  over 
the  Proposition  2VS  levy  limit  due  to  a  5 
percent  proposed  increase  in  the  assess- 
ment for  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District.  Administrator  Kellogg 
said  that  a  3  percent  increase  would  keep 
the  budget  under  the  limit.  The  Board 
decided  to  set  up  a  meeting  with  the 
Sheffield  members  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  to  invite  Mike  Singleton,  school 
superintendent,  and  Bruce  Turner,  the 
district's  business  manager,  to  attend. 

Administrator  Kellogg  reviewed  the 
proposed  warrant  articles  for  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting.  The  Board  agreed  to 
include  additional  funds  in  the  Fire  Dept. 
Compensation  article  to  cover  the  previously 
discussed  support  for  additional  training. 

Administrator  Kellogg  requested 
that  the  Board  approve  a  change  order  to 
the  contract  for  the  new  Senior  Center 
to  allow  additional  propane  piping  and 
relocation  of  a  water  line,  a  total  increase 
of  $405.44.  The  Board  did  so. 
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CULTURAL  COUNCIL  ANNOUNCES  AWARDS  FOR  201 1 


Sheffield  s  Cultural  Council  has  made  grants  to  20 
r  eerie  or  or^arazarlons  tor  2011.  The  state  alloca- 
tion was  S3. 875,  which  is  less  than  in  past  years.  A 
total  of  39  groups  had  applied  for  assistance. 

Half  the  money  went  to  fund  community 
programs,  and  most  of  the  rest  to  school  or 
children's  programs. 

The  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  Library  Asso- 
ciation, which  manages  Dewey  Hall,  received 
two  grants,  one  to  aid  in  putting  on  a  benefit 
concert,  and  the  other  to  help  offset  the  costs 
associated  with  producing  the  Dewey  Hall  Folk 
Concert  Series.  "The  Folk  Concert  Series  beau- 
tifully meshes  with  the  mission  of  the  Friendly 
Union,  which  is  to  'increase  good  kindly  feeling 
and  to  promote  intelligence  and  cheerfulness.' 
We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  host  and  help 
produce  this  friendly'  community  event,"  says 
Priscilla  Cote,  President  of  the  Union. 

The  Cultural  Council  helps  fund  culture, 
history,  environmental  awareness,  arts  and 
humanities  for  Sheffield.  Council  members  are 
Sally  Cook,  Anne  Dunn,  Jamie  Fisher,  Marcia 
Friedman,  Trudy  Miller  and  David  Reed.  New 
members  are  welcome. 

HOUSING  COMISSION 

After  weeks  of  study  and  discussion,  the  Sheffield  Housing 
Commission  has  drafted  a  proposed  addition  to  the  town's 
zoning  by-laws  that  would  allow  the  creation  of  accessory 
apartments.  Accessory  apartments  are  defined  as  "a  second 
dwelling  unit  located  within  the  principal  building  or  structure, 
or  an  accessory*  building  or  structure  that  is  subordinate  to  the 
principal  dwelling  unit." 

The  amendment  would  do  three  things: 

1.  Add  moderately  priced  rental  units,  including  workforce 
housing,  to  the  housing  stock  of  the  town. 

2.  Provide  homeowners  with  a  means  of  obtaining  rental 
income,  companionship,  security,  and/or  services,  thereby 
enabling  them  to  stay  more  comfortably  in  their  homes. 

3.  Protect  property  values  and  the  single-family  residen- 
tial character  of  neighborhoods  by  ensuring  that  accessory 
apartments  are  permitted  by  Special  Permit  only  in  owner- 
occupied  premises. 

The  proposed  by-law  outlines  conditions  and  requirements 
to  ensure  that  the  increased  housing  stock  will  be  consistent 
with  the  rural  character  of  the  town. 

The  draft  proposal  was  first  submitted  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  on  Feb.  22.  Now  the  proposal  is  with  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  which  is  expected  to  schedule  a  public  hearing 
in  mid  to  late  March.  The  final  step  will  be  inclusion  on 
the  Town  Warrant,  to  be  voted  on  at  the  town's  Annual 
Meeting  in  May. 


2011  CULTURAL  COUNCIL  AWARDS 

Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement  Society 

Memorial  Day  Parade 

Bazaar  Productions 

Theatrical  readings 

Berkshire  Bach  Society 

Subsidized  tickets  for  students 

Berkshire  Children's  Chorus 

Scholarship  for  a  local  child 

Berkshire  Playwrights  Lab 

Free  staged  theatrical  readings 

Grace  Campbell,  artist 

Murals  for  new  Senior  Center 

Flying  Cloud  Institute 

Youth  Environmental  Summit 

Richard  Hamelin,  potter 

School  program 

IS  1 83  Art  School  of  the  Berkshires 

Scholarships  for  local  children 

New  Marlborough  Village  Association 

Miami  String  Quartet  performance 

Sculpture  Now 

Sculpture  programs  for  local  children 

Julie  Shapiro,  facilitator 

Middle  and  high  school  writing  group 

Sheffield  Friendly  Union  (2) 

Folk  Music  Series  &  Good  Samaritan  Fund  Benefit 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Transcriptions  of  Sheffield  farmers'  oral  histories 

Terry  a  La  Berry  &  Friends,  musicians 

Community  concert 

Roger  Tincknell,  musician 

Library  family  program 

Trustees  of  Reservations 

Mumbet  interpreter  for  Mumbet  Day 

Undermountain  Elementary  School 

Visit  to  Colonel  Ashley  House 

Ventford  Hall  Association 

Subsidized  lectures  for  local  residents 

&h 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  Future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours 

May  through  September.  Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of 

common  people  from  the  Revolutionary  generation  onward, 

including  the  intriguing  history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for 

whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  and  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  most 

Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  from  9  to  4,  year  round. 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  Town  Green  func- 
tions as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space.  Open 
weekends  April  to  December. 


159  Main  Street  •  PO  Box  747  •  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  •  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


TOWN  CLERK  NEWS 

Thank  you  to  the  residents  who  have 
submitted  their  Annual  Street  List  (cen- 
sus form).  If  you  have  not  yet  returned 
yours,  please  do  so  as  soon  as  possible. 

Elections  and  voter  registration, 
Sheffield's  annual  town  meeting  is  typi- 
cally the  first  Monday  in  May,  with  the 
Town  elections  the  following  Monday. 
Nomination  papers  for  the  2011  Town 
election  are  available. 

Offices  that  will  appear  on  the  ballot 
this  year  are  Selectman  (one  position; 
three-year  term),  Moderator  (one  posi- 
tion; one-year  term);  Planning  Board 
(two  positions;  three-year  term);  and 
Library  Trustee  (one  position;  three- 
year  term. 

The  last  date  to  obtain  papers  is  Fri., 
March  18,  and  the  last  day  to  submit 
papers  to  the  Registrar  of  Voters  is 
Mon.,  March  21  at  5pm. 

The  deadline  to  register  to  vote  in 
the  Town  Meeting/Election  is  Wed., 


April  12.  The  Town  Clerk's  office  will 
be  open  until  8pm  that  night  for  your 
convenience. 

Voter  registration  is  available  year 
round.  If  you  have  questions,  contact  the 
Town  Clerk's  office,  or  you  can  check 
the  Secretary  of  State's  website  at 
www.sec.state.ma. us/ele. 

Hunting  and  fishing.  The  201 1 
hunting  and  fishing  licenses  have  arrived. 
The  deadline  to  submit  turkey  permits 
is  March  15  for  both  the  spring  and 
fall  seasons.  Please  provide  a  previous 
year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a  hunter  safety 
certificate  if  obtaining  a  hunting/sport- 
ing license.  For  further  information,  see 
www.mass.gov/masswildlife. 

Dog  licenses.  The  dog-licensing  sea- 
son has  begun!  You  have  until  May  1  to 
license  your  pet  for  20 1 1 .  If  you  have  a 
dog  six  months  of  age  or  older  or  if  you 
reside  in  Sheffield  a  minimum  of  30  days 
of  the  year,  you  are  required  to  license 


your  dog.  The  fees  are  $10  for  intact 
dogs,  $5  for  spayed/neutered  dogs.  A 
fine  of  $25  per  dog  will  be  imposed  after 
the  deadline.  If  you  have  acquired  a  new 
dog  it  can  be  licensed  anytime  of  year  at 
the  regular  rate.  For  further  information 
please  contact  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

The  annual  Boy  Scout  rabies  clinic 
will  be  held  on  Sat.,  March  26,  from  1 
to  3pm  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot. 
The  cost  of  the  vaccination  is  $10  (and 
does  not  include  the  cost  of  licensing 
your  dog). 

Attention  business  owners!  If  you 
hold  a  trade  name  certificate  (d.b.a.), 
be  sure  that  it  is  still  current.  Certifi- 
cates are  good  for  four  years  from  the 
application  date.  Take  a  look  at  your 
certificate  and  see  if  you  are  due  for 
renewal.  If  you  are  uncertain  or  have  a 
question,  call  the  office. 

— Felecie  Joyce,  Town  Clerk 
229-7000,  ext  151 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devrjesbujldingsupply.com 


■  [EBERT 

|  IrealtyincJ 

"Condos 

to 
Castles" 

'It 

P.O.  Box  924,  Monterey, 
20  Stockbridge  Rd. 
Great  Barringlon,  MA  01 

MA  01245 
230 

m 

Office  (413)  528-3440 

Fax  '413)  528-1588 
Cell  (4  13)  717-0066 

LINDA  HEBERT  I 

CBR,  CRB,  CRS.  CRI,  SRES 

E-mail:  hebertrlty&aol. com 
www.HebertReahv.com 
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HOWDEN  FARM  NOW  BIGGEST  SOLAR  ENERGY  PRODUCER  IN  SHEFFIELD 

Howden  Farm,  on  Rannapo  Rd.  has 
recendy  installed  44  more  solar  collec- 
tion panels  to  its  array,  22  on  the  south 
roof  of  the  24-by-48-foot  barn  next  to 
the  Brick  House  and  an  additional  22 
on  the  south  roof  of  the  main  barn,  a 
36-by-75-foot  Morton  Steel  building. 
The  solar  panels  are  each  approximately 
three  bv  five  feet  and  generate  direct 
current.  An  inverter  converts  the  power 
from  DC  to  AC.  The  installations  will 
make  each  barn  self- sufficient  for  their 
electrical  needs. 

In  2005,  the  farm  installed  a  large, 
four-panel  pedestal  array  on  the  edge  of 
a  field  near  the  Brick  House  that  enabled 
the  farm  to  run  an  800-foot-long  drip 
irrigation  system  between  that  structure 
and  the  main  farmhouse,  watering  five 
acres  of  crops.  When  not  running  the 
drip  irrigation  system,  that  installation 
produces  almost  enough  electricity  to 
power  the  Brick  House's  basement  and 
outdoor  lighting. 

The  current  installation  cost  about 
S75,000,  with  some  of  the  cost  borne  by 
grants.  To  help  fund  the  latest  installa- 
tion, Bruce  Howden  consulted  Chris  Kil- 
foyle  of  Berkshire  Photovoltaic  in  Adams, 
MA,  who  researches  grants  available. 
Howden  Farm  was  approved  for  three, 
from  the  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture's  Rural 
Development  program,  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Dept.  of  Natural  Resources' 
Renewable  Energy  System  Project  and 
a  rebate  on  materials  from  Mass  Clean 
Energy  Center's  Commonwealth  Solar 
II  program.  With  the  grants  helping  to 


The  solar  arrays  (see  arrow  in  detail)  that  are  installed 
on  the  south  roof  of  Howden  Farm's  main  barn  will 
supply  all  the  power  for  the  building. 


defray  the  installation,  the  project  should     of  installation  and  materials  can  be 


be  able  to  pay  for  itself  in  five  years. 

Bruce  Howden  said  his  interest  in 
solar  energy  for  the  farm  was  piqued 
by  the  desire  to  do  something  good  for 
the  environment.  And  if  the  expense 


handled,  it  is  something  we  all  should  be 
doing,"  he  said. 

"It's  electrifying,"  said  David  Prouty, 
Howden's  business  partner. 

— Trudy  Weaver  Miller 


WATER  COMPANY  HEARING  SET  FOR  APRIL 

The  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Public  Utilities  has  scheduled  a  hearing  for  the  first 
week  in  April  to  decide  whether  the  Sheffield  Water  Company  can  move  forward 
on  erecting  a  water  tower  on  property  it  owns  on  Water  Farm  Rd.This  meeting 
follows  on  a  Jan.  5  meeting  in  Sheffield  that  heard  the  appeal  by  Paul  Greene,  who 
owns  adjoining  property  and  claims  the  water  tower  will  devalue  it. 

Meanwhile,  the  Water  Company  is  proceeding  as  if  it  will  be  able  to  go  ahead 
with  the  tower,  which  will  stabilize  water  pressure  to  Water  Company  customers 
and  give  the  system  an  emergency  supply  it  presently  does  not  have. 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 


efLite 


MetLife  Home  Loans 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts 

and  surrounding  regions 

Direct  (888)  229-9908 
Ceil  (413)  329-8399 
Fax (413)  229-2210 
jkrupski@metlife.com 


MetLife  Home  Loans  is  a  Division  of  MetLife  Sank,  N.A. 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 

Here  at  the  Historical  Society,  we 
know  that  the  old  song  declaring 
"everything  old  is  new  again"  couldn't 
be  more  true.  Unemployment  and 
economic  set-backs,  record-breaking 
snows,  everyday  life  and  world- chang- 
ing events — we've  seen  how  residents 
of  Sheffield  have  survived  it  all  before 
us.  Learning  about  our  local  history 
can  be  not  only  inspirational,  educa- 
tional and  fun,  but  also  comforting  as 
we  face  the  uncertainties  of  the  future. 
At  the  Historical  Society,  we  are 
working  to  help  preserve  our  past 
through  collecting  and  preserving 
the  records  and  artifacts,  providing 
a  research  center  where  you  can 
examine  that  past  and  volunteer 
archivists  to  help  you  do  it.  And  we 


Chris  Coencn,  at  rigln,  inspects  and  identifies  odd 
objects  at  the  Society's  "What's  It?"  Night. 


audience  provided  an  assortment 
of  interesting  tools  and  artifacts  for 
people  to  guess  what  they  were  and 
how  they  were  used.  Chris  then 
provided  answers,  although  one  or  two 
items  had  even  him  stumped. 

On  Jan.  16,  the  annual  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  celebration,  done  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  and  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center,  was  warmly  received  by  those 
who  attended. 

In  February,  the  Society  hosted  Ed 
Kirby,  a  local  historian  and  geologist, 
and  "  Visions  of  Iron,"  a  documen- 
tary about  the  history  of  iron  in  the 
Housatonic  Valley. 

Coming  programs.  In  the  coming 
months  we  will  have  programs  on 


present  programs  open  to  the  public  on  the  second  Friday  of     General  Knox's  march  through  the  Berkshires  as  he  brought  can- 


the  month,  September  through  June,  to  provide  an  evening 
of  educational  fun. 

Recent  programs.  We  got  201 1  off  to  a  great  start  with  our 
annual  "What's  It?"  Night  in  January.  Chris  Coencn  and  the 


nons  from  upstate  New  York  to  Boston  during  the  Revolutionary 
War  (March),  the  everyday  life  of  a  Civil  War  soldier  (April)  and 
W.E.B.  DuBois  (May). 

Historical  Society  programs  are  held  on  the  second  Friday 
of  the  month  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  at  7:30pm. 

Book  sale.  Through  a  generous  bequest  to  the  Histori- 
cal Society,  a  huge  collection  of  used  books  on  American  and 
European  history,  Civil  War  history,  religion,  genealogy,  military 
history,  travel,  art  history  and  English  literature,  along  with 
atlases,  coffee  table  and  reference  books,  will  be  for  sale  at  the  Old 
Stone  Store  at  wonderfully  low  prices.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
the  Historical  Society.  The  sale  will  take  place  weekends  through 
April  10  (Saturdays  10  to  4,  Sundays  11  to  4).  Volunteers  are 
needed  to  help  run  the  sale. 

For  more  information  on  upcoming  programs,  events  and 
exhibits,  check  www.shcmeldhistory.org.  Become  a  member  and 
receive  information  via  email  on  all  Society  news  and  programs. 
Your  membership  helps  preserve  and  protect  our  heritage  here 
for  generations  to  come.  — Barbara  Dowling 


Dawn  0'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 


1701  Hewins  Street 

Ashley  Pails,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 
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KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS:  Raffle  winners! 


Raffle  winners.  Ac  a  packed  house  in  The  Bridge  Restaurant 
on  Valentine's  night,  Kiwanis  concluded  its  major  fund-raiser  of 
the  year — the  Scholarship  Truck  Raffle.  Thanks  to  the  hun- 
dreds of  citizens  in  the  the  Southern  Berkshires  who  bought 
tickets.  This  year's  scholarship  will  be  dedicated  to  the  memory 
of  long-time  Kiwanian  Paul  Moritz,  Sr.,  who  left  this  earth  last 
June.  He  is  sorely  missed,  having  taken  part  in  nearly  every  club 
event  for  over  40  years. 

The  luck\-  first-place  winner  in  2011  was  Brian  Killeen 
of  Southfield.  Second  prize  went  to  Justin  Cronin  of  North 
Canaan,  CT,  and  third  to  Winthrop  Barrett  of  Sheffield. 

We  hope  for  such  an  amazing  success  again  next  year. 
Thanks  to  Brian  Palmer  of  Berkshire  GMC  for  providing  the 
2011  GMC  Sierra  truck  and  to  Dave  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Jim  Col- 
lingwood,  Jr.,  for  leading  us  in  this  stress-filled  endeavor. 

Other  fund-raisers.  Club  members  are  finishing  up  the  annual 
bowling  tournament  at  the  Cove  Lanes  in  Great  Barrington  on 
March  6.  The  event  is  chaired  by  Jim  and  Theresa  Collingwood. 

The  next  fund-raiser  is  a  "ham  roll"  scheduled  to  take  place 
at  the  Great  Barrington  VFW  on  Friday  night,  April  8.  Have  a 
night  of  fun  with  chances  to  win  your  holiday  ham.  Watch  for 
our  ads — event  details  were  not  available  at  press  time. 

Food  drive.  The  very  popular  "Stuff  A  Bus"  food  collection 


campaign  is  set  to  take  place  during  the  school's  spring  vaca- 
tion: Mon.,  April  18  through  Sat.,  April  23.  Donations  will  be 
accepted  daily  from  9am  to  4pm  at  the  bus  that  will  be  parked 
on  Route  7  by  the  Berkshire  GMC  lot.  Rotary  Club  members 
and  volunteers  from  other  groups  will  be  assisting  this  year. 
Denise  Rueger  is  the  Kiwanis  chairperson  for  the  event. 

At  the  end  of  the  week,  the  contributions  will  be  divided 
between  the  Great  Barrington  People's  Pantry  and  the  Sheffield 
Food  Assistance  Program.  Those  places  cannot  accept  out- dated 
items,  so  please  check  expiration  dates  before  you  bring  your 
donations  to  the  bus.  That  saves  our  volunteers  a  lot  of  time. 

Let's  have  truckloads  of  life-sustaining  food  and  other  goods 
to  take  to  those  in  need  again  in  2011! 

Litter.  The  new  season  of  the  Kiwanis  Litter  Patrol  will 
begin  in  April.  We  do  roadside  cleanup  on  a  two-mile  stretch 
of  Route  7  from  Kellogg  Rd.  to  the  National  Grid  parking  lot. 
Steve  and  Jo  Ann  Shmulsky  organize  the  effort,  enlisting  at  least 
7  or  8  Kiwanians  once  a  month  through  October. 

Sports.  Little  League  sign-ups  and  try-outs  will  probably  occur 
the  end  of  March.  Watch  for  ads  and  details  posted  in  schools. 

The  date  for  our  annual  Golf  Tournament  at  the  Egremont 
Country  Club  this  year  is  Fri.,  June  17.  Putters  prepare! 

— Dick  Goodwin 


AUTO  PARTS 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply.  LLC. 

227  Stockbndge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


USDOT-1072427 
MC-449676 


E-Mail:  jcollingwoo@hotinail.coni 


Quality  Roll-Off 

Residential  &  Commercial  Waste  Disposal  Service 

James  T.  Collingwood  Jr.  Theresa  M.  Collingwood 


773  Clayton,  Rd. 
Ashley  Falls,  MA.  01222 


Res:  413-229-3186 

Cell:  413-329-4050 

Office:  413-229-2822 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  7'  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 
Mantels 
Turning  Stock 
Tonewood 
Burls 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8.00  -  4:30:  Sat  8.00-Noon 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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COBBLE  NEWS:  OWL  STORIES 

In  February,  the  Cobble  received  a  flurry  of  phone  calls  about 
owls.  The  craziest  one  was  from  Neal  Chamberlain  of  Ashley 
Falls.  A  barred  owl  was  hanging  around  his  yard  during  the 
day.  Neal  first  spotted  it  when  it  attacked  a  Frisbee  that  he  had 
thrown  for  his  dog.  How  awesome  is  that! 

This  is  the  time  of  year  that  some  Indians  called  the 
Full  Hunger  Moon  because  the  weather  often  made  it  hard 
to  hunt.  Raptors  have  a  hard  time  locating  rodents  under 
all  the  snow,  especially  when  there  is  a  crust  atop  it.  My 
94-year-old  father,  who  used  to  go  out  trapping  in  the  win- 
ter woods,  tells  of  finding  the  bodies  of  emaciated  owls  that 
had  fallen  from  their  tree  perches  after  having  starved. 

Undoubtedly,  Neal's  owl  was  very 
hungry  to  attack  that  Frisbee.  Neal  also 
told  me  that  he  found  a  set  of  wing  prints 
in  the  snow  and  believes  that  the  owl  may 
have  gotten  the  rabbit  that  was  living 
under  his  shed. 

Another  person  called  to  ask  why  so 
many  owls  and  hawks  were  hunting  along 
the  roadways  this  winter.  Again,  it's  caused 
by  the  deep  snow,  which  leaves  only  the 
roads  as  a  place  where  an  unlucky  mouse  Ban 


might  be  caught  while  darting  across.  Unfortunately,  it's  also  a 
place  where  the  raptors  are  sometimes  hit  by  cars. 

A  friend  had  a  memorable  owl  sighting  driving  out  west 
after  dark  under  a  full  moon.  The  ghostly  form  of  a  white  owl 
appeared,  stretching  across  the  length  of  her  windshield.  She 
recognized  it  at  once  as  a  snowy  white  owl — a  lucky  and  magi- 
cal sighting,  and  lucky  for  that  owl,  which  veered  away  from  the 
car  just  in  time. 

Another  of  my  favorite  owl  stories  concerns  a  tiny  saw-whet 
owl  found  frozen  in  a  snow  bank  by  an  ornithologist.  He  put 
the  owl  into  his  kitchen  freezer,  planning  on  having  it  mounted 
by  a  taxidermist.  The  ornithologist's  wife  was  accustomed  to 

finding  all  sorts  of  dead  birds  in  their 
freezer.  But  she  never  expected  to  open 
the  door  and  find  an  owl  staring  out  at 
her,  with  all  of  her  frozen  meat  packages 
ripped  open  and  eaten. 

At  the  Cobble,  we  have  four  owl  spe- 
cies that  breed  here:  barred,  great-horned, 
saw-whet  and  screech. 

It  is  not  unusual  to  see  owls  out  dur- 
ing the  day  in  midwinter,  particularly  if 
their  night  hunts  haven't  been  successful. 
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Campo  de'  Fiori    i 

Uncommon  Home  &Gnrdcn 


A 


shop  and  garden  open  daily  10-5 

1815  N.  Main  St.,  Rte.  7  Sheffield,  MA 

413-528-1857 


$$$$$$$$ 

BUYING 
GOLD 

Highest  Prices  Paid 

$$$ 

Compare  &  Save 


Sachs  Reisman,  Inc. 

JEWELRY  MANUFACTURING 

25  Maple  Avenue 
Sheffield,  MA 
413.229.0050 


$$$$$$$$ 
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It  is  a  misconception  chat  owls  can't  see  in  the  light.  In  fact,  an 
owls  eyes  are  a  lot  like  ours,  being  binocular  and  with  dilating 
pupils  that  can  let  in  different  levels  of  light.  They  see  just  fine 
during  the  day. 

Their  necks  have  14  vertebra  (twice  as  many  as  ours),  which 
allows  them  to  turn  their  head  135  degrees  in  either  direction. 
Not  completely  around,  but  enough  to  give  them  a  270-degree 
held  of  view. 

Owls  have  serrated  wing  edges,  which  makes  their  flight 
silent — just  like  the  stealth  bomber!  Owls  need  to  fly  silently 
because  they  hunt  by  listening  for  their  prey.  Some  owls  have 
ear  openings  at -different  levels  on  their  heads,  which  gives  them 
asymmetrical  hearing,  allowing  for  instant  triangulation  on 
small  noises  like  the  rustle  of  a  mouse. 

Every  winter  I  lead  Owl  Prowl  night  walks  at  the  Cobble. 


HELP  REVITALIZE  DEWEY  HALL 

On  Sun.,  May  1 5,  from  3  to  5pm.,  the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union 
will  host  a  community  meeting  and  brainstorming  session  on 
how  to  revitalize  Dewey  Hall  as  a  center  for  our  community. 

Dewey  Hall  is  an  historic  and  beautiful  resource  in  the 
center  of  Sheffield. The  125-year-old  example  of  Arts  and 
Crafts  style  architecture  has  a  stage,  performance  space  with 
excellent  acoustics,  kitchen  and  office  space. 

Bring  your  ideas  and  creative  suggestions  on  how  you 
would  like  to  see  this  venue  used  to  benefit  Sheffield.  All  ages 
are  welcome.  Refreshments  will  be  served.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  Priscilla  Cote,  229-7907  or  check  the  website  at 
www.DeweyHall.com. 

We  begin  inside  the  Visitor  Center  with  a  reading  of  the 
wonderful  picture  book  Owl  Moon.  Then  we  go  out  and  I 
play  recordings  to  lure  the  owls  in.  Join  us  next  year!  And  if 
you  have  an  interesting  nature  story,  give  me  a  call  or  send  an 
email  to  the  Cobble — we  would  love  to  hear  it. 

— Rene  Wendell 


EVENTS  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays 

Saturdays  in  March,  9am-4pm.  Meet  The 
Trustees  of  Reservations  ranger,  learn 
about  winter  tracks  and  birds  and  venture 
out  on  the  trails  or  sled  on  Hurlburt  Hill. 
Afterwards,  come  to  the  Visitor  Center 
for  complimentary  hot  chocolate.  Snow- 
shoes  can  be  rented  for  on-site  use.  Adults 
$5,  children  $  I ;  members  and  Sheffield 
residents  free. 

Women  Writing  in  Nature:  Workshop 
&  Hike 

Sun.,  March  13,  I -3pm.  Join  Sheffield  poet 
Pauline  Clarke  and  Trustees  educator 
Tammis  Coffin  for  a  quiet  hike  along  the 
river,  followed  by  a  writing  workshop  inside 
the  Visitor  Center.  On  this  afternoon, 
we'll  turn  to  trees,  rocks,  and  water  for 
our  inspiration. The  workshop  is  offered 
in  cooperation  with  "Women  Write  the 
World,"  the  first-ever  Berkshire  Festival 
of  Women  Writers  (for  more,  see  www. 
simons-rock.edu/iwd). Whether  you 
journal,  write  poems  or  sketch,  everyone  is 
welcome,  but  let  us  know  you  are  coming. 
Free  with  Cobble  admission. 

Photo  Potluck 

Thurs.,  March  1 7, 6-7:30pm.  Bring  a  dish 
or  beverage  to  share  and  bring  photos 
to  share.  Photographers — amateur  and 


professional — are  invited  to  sign  up  for 
a  five-minute  slot  to  share  digital  images 
of  special  places  in  the  Berkshires.  Bring 
photos  on  a  flash  drive  or  CD. The  featured 
presenter  will  show  "Blurring  the  Lines," 
long  exposures  of  water  and  wood  scenes 
to  create  an  ethereal  world  of  half  light  and 
double  exposures  of  the  green  world — a 
fitting  way  to  mark  St.  Patrick's  Day.  Every- 
one is  welcome,  but  let  us  know  you  are 
coming.  Free. 

Eco- Volunteer  Training 

Thursdays.April  -  November,  9am-noon. 
Help  us  monitor  and  care  for  Cobble  trails 
and  plant  communities  while  learning  valu- 
able leadership  skills. You  can  also  reserve 
a  special  day  or  time  for  your  community 
service  group  to  help  out  at  the  Cobble. 
Call  Conservation  Ranger  Rene  Wendell  for 
more  information.  Free. 

Annual  Workday  &  Pizza 

Sat., April  9, 9am- 1 2noon. 
Love  your  landmark!  Join  us  to  help  care  for 
the  only  National  Natural  Landmark  in  the 
Berkshires — and  learn  how  to  care  for  trails 
and  open  spaces  on  your  land.  Enjoy  a  pizza 
lunch,  compliments  of  the  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  committee.  Rain  or  shine.  Call  or 
email  for  information.  Free  to  all. 


Life  in  aVernal  Pool 

Sat.,  April  16,  I  Oam- 1 2noon. Vernal  pools 
are  teaming  with  life  during  April.  Join  us  for 
a  visit  to  a  large  pool  where  we'll  look  for 
egg  masses  of  wood  frogs  and  salamanders, 
fairy  shrimp  and  fingernail  clams,  and  learn 
about  the  ecology  of  this  complex  natural 
community.  Come  prepared  to  get  wet  and 
muddy.  Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult/ 
child  $4;  family  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult/ 
child  $6;  family  $15. 

Our  Amazing  Spring  Wildf  lowers: 
Guided  Walk 

Sat.,  April  23,  I0am-I2noon.join  Conserva- 
tion Ranger  Rene  Wendell  to  discover  what 
gives  the  Cobble  one  of  the  best  shows 
of  spring  ephemerals,  from  mid-April  to 
mid-May. We'll  start  at  the  "What's  in  Bloom 
Board"  at  the  Visitor's  Center  and  then  go 
on  a  guided  walk  to  see  bishop's  cap,  nod- 
ding trillium,  dutchman's  breeches,  and  more. 
Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult/child 
$4;  family  $  1 0.  Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6; 
family  $15. 

May  preview 

Sat.,  May  7, 5pm,  Celebration  of  Housatonic 
River  with  the  Housatonic  Valley  Associa- 
tion. Sun.,  May  8, 2-4pm,  Mother's  Day  with 
Wildflowers:  Guided  Walk.  Mon.,  May  30, 
9am- 1 2noon,  Memorial  Day  Canoe  Trip. 


Since  1946,  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  have  managed  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  National  Natural  Landmark.  The  Cobble  is  located  on 
Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center  is  open  from  9am-4pm  Tuesday  Saturday 
during  winter  months.  Team  what's  in  bloom  each  week  with  the  "What's  in  Bloom  Board"  on  our  Visitor  Center  porch.  Regular  admission  is 
free  for  members  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members:  $5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600 
or  email  bcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org.  Sign  up  to  receive  our  monthly  e-news  at  bcobble(a)ttor.org. 


17 


LAND  TRUST:  TREES  DRAW  A  CROWD 


FIRE  LOG 


-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 


The  13th  annual  Sheffield  Land  Trust  winter  lecture.  On  February  13,  Dewey 
Hall  was  packed  with  folks  interested  in  learning  about  taking  care  oj trees.  A 
number  oj  Sheffield's  tree  professionals — Winthrop  Barrett,  Will  Conklin,  Tom 
Ingersoll,  Chris  Tomich,  and  Ron  Yaplc —  along  with  Alan  Snow,  jrom  the  Massa- 
chusetts Dept.  of  Conservation  &■  Recreation,  participated  in  a  panel  that  discussed 
topics  ranging  from  choosing  the  right  tree  for  a  particular  location,  to  principles 
of  planting  and  pruning,  to  deciding  whether  you  need  an  arborist  or  a  forester. 
TIk  program,  co-sponsored  by  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project,  was  followed  by  the  Land 
Trust's  famous  afternoon  tea. 


JANUARY 

6  Investigate  C02  alarm  at  1 589  Hewins  St. 
Time  out:  7: 1 2pm. Time  in:  7:56pm. 

1 5      Investigate  snow  covering  chimney  at  1 02 

South  Main  StTime  out:  9:45am. Time  in: 

1 0:1 2am. 
1 8      Investigate  loud  noise  at  348  Polikoff  Rd.Time 

out:  4:45pm. Time  in:  4:48pm. 
21       Outdoor  fire  on  County  Rd.Time  out 

6:28pm. Time  in:  7:00pm. 

23  Fire  alarm  activated  due  to  broken  heat  pipes. 
Time  out:  3:34pm. Time  in:  4:02pm 

24  Fire  alarm  set  off  due  to  repairmen. Time 
out:9:2lam.Time  in:  9:37am. 

28  Fire  alarm  at  I  I  I  Main  St. Time  out:  4:24pm. 
Time  in:  4:52pm. 

29  Fire  alarm  at  535  Hewins  StTime  out:4:37pm. 
Time  in:  5:09p.m. 

FEBRUARY 

2      Alarm  at  Berkshire  School  due  to  water 
damage  to  detector.Time  out:  1 0:45pm. Time 
in:  11:46 

7  Standby  for  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.Time 
out:  7:45am. Time  in:  I  1 :29am. 

9      Snowmobile  fire  at  446  Boardman  StTime 
out:  1 0:00am. Time  in:  10:38am. 


Not  much  real-estate  activity  this  winter!  We'll 
include  real-estate  listings  next  issue. 


American  Made  Pottery 


.com 


.  /-v Z. 


rs: I  /;/,. 


From  Fine  to  Folky. 

For  the  Home, 

the  Garden 

and  the  Table 


Clip  This  add 
and  get  20% 
Off  any  non- 
sale  items  at 
the  Sheffield 
Store !!! 


In  the  Berkshires  at  Sheffield  Pottery 

US  Route  7  North  Main  St.  Sheffield  MA  01 257     Open  7  days  Toll  Free:  888.774.2529 
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Calendar  Page 


March 

5  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  3) 

8  MARDIGRAS 

13  DAYUGHT  SAVINGS  BEGINS 

1 5  Deadline  for  turkey  permits  (p.  1 2) 

1 5  Keep  Farming  community  forum  (p.  6) 

17  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY 

1 7  Musical  at  High  School  (p.  5;  also  March  1 8,  1 9, 20) 

20  FIRST  DAY  OF  SPRING 

25  Great  Barrington  History  play  (p.  4;  also  March  26) 
27  Free  Day  at  Berkshire  South  (p.  5) 

26  Pruning  workshop  (p.  7) 

26  Boy  Scout  rabies  clinic  (p.  1 2) 

26  Book  talk  (p.  7) 

April 

7  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series  concert  (p.  3) 

1 5  DEADLINE  FORTHE  MARCH/APRIL  ISSUE 

15  Travel  talk  (p.  7) 

19  PASSOVER 

24  EASTER 

29  Art  show  at  Library  (p.  7;  also  April  30  and  May  I ) 

See  also  the  listings  for  churches  (p.  6),  Historical  Society  (p.  1 4), 
Kiwanis  (p.  15)  and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  1 7) 


Buy  local,  read  local! 
Please  contribute! 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week 
number  -  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  are  on  the  first  and  third  times  that 
day  occurs  in  the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12  noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (2nd  only  for  winter) 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12  noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4,h 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1st,  3rd 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  Fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays 

Building  Inspector,  7-1 0am 
Saturdays: 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1st 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 

Yes,  I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times! 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of      □  $25  □  $50  \3$I00       □  $200     □  $500      □  Other  

made  payable  to  the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


O  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

[J  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls. We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you:    □ 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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WE    PLEDGE    TO    SUPPORT    SPONSOR    VOLUNTEER 


ess  rules, 
ess  jargon, 
ess  hassle. 


Simply  call  or  stop  by  your  local 
branch  office  for  complete  details. 


Serving  Berkshire  County 


Free  Checking  from  Salisbury  Bank 

/  NO  minimum  balance  required 

/  NO  per  check  charge 

/  Unlimited  check  writing 

/  Debit  MasterCard® 

/  FREE  e-Banking  and  e-Pay 

/  FREE  e-Statements 

/  FREE  bank-by-phone 


Sheffield 

640  North  Main  Street  •  413.229.5000 


South  Egremont 

51  Main  Street  •  413.528.5100 


S 


SALISBURY  BANK 


enriching. 


Lakeville     Salisbury     Sharon     Canaan     Sheffield     South  Egremont     Dover  Plains     Millerton 

©  Equal  Housing  Lender  ©  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust  Company  Member  FDIC     ST  03/1 1 


